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Kay Haffey, The Pottsville Republican and Herald
(PA), provided these lessons that are correlated to
various pages of the supplement.

Page 3
The Chinese used kites to see what their ene-
mies were doing. That was 3,000 years ago!
What do we use now to spy on our enemies?
Find references in today's news stories.

In ancient times, people believed in "winged
gods and heroes, flying horses and magic car-
pets." Why don't people in our time believe
in such myths? Be sure your answer includes
scientific advances and the role of newspa-
pers and other media.

Leonardo da Vinci was brilliant. However,
not even he realized that humans lack the
muscle power to imitate birds in flight. Even-
tually man learned how to create machines
that extend his powers. Clip from your news-
paper pictures of things that allow humans to
"extend" their muscles or any of their senses.
For example, a lawn mower uses gas to make
it easier to cut grass. Also, eyeglasses allow us
to see well. Create a collage of "extenders" we
use. Under each picture, write the source of
its power. Some sample sources include bat-
teries, electricity, oil, wind and sunlight. Dec-
orate your collage and put it on display.

Page 4 
Sir George Cayley systematically identified
and solved the problems involved in flight.
Scientists, philosophers and mathematicians
all work in this step-by-step process. You've
learned it as scientific method. Select a prob-
lem from the newspaper, and create a plan,
following scientific method, to solve it. Com-
pare your results with those of other groups
of students. For what kinds of problems does
this technique work well? Propose generaliza-
tions about the process and when it is most
effective.

Wilbur Wright learned from Otto Lilienthal,
who learned from Sir George Cayley. One
reason why there is an “explosion of informa-
tion" in our lifetime is because information is
shared quickly and efficiently. If you make a
discovery today, newspapers can spread word
of that to large numbers of people tomorrow.
What other means of communication have
an impact on how quickly information is
shared? 

Octave Chanute formed what we would call
"a network" with other engineers. How can
this process speed up the rate of discovery or
invention? Skim through your newspaper to
find groups who share a common interest,
and make a list. Now examine your list. What
categories can you create to divide your list of
organizations into logical groupings?  

Page 5
The Wright Brothers flew in France, Italy,
England and Germany to draw attention to
their invention. Skim through the newspaper
to find references to these countries. Make a
list of the references you find. In what ways
are these countries still newsmakers? 

Wilbur and Orville Wright were intellectual,
intuitive, confident and mechanically gifted.
Search the classified ads in your newspaper to
find jobs in which these qualities would be
assets. Select one for the Wright brothers, and
explain why you think they would be good
for that job.

What role so you think the news media, in-
cluding newspapers, have in helping man in
his quest "to fly higher, faster and farther?"
Write an informative essay on that topic. Be
sure to proofread carefully for the conven-
tions of language.

The Wright Brothers built the first military
plane. Find out what types of flying machines
are used by the military today. In your re-
search, use newspaper stories, the Internet
and other resources. Prepare a class presenta-
tion on how aircraft are now used for surveil-
lance and weapons. Include images to make

the presentation more effective. Write an out-
line to follow in giving your report.

Wilbur Wright said he was "afflicted" with his
belief that man could fly. In this sense, he was
a visionary, or a person who focused clearly
on achieving his goals. Skim through the
newspaper to find examples of other people
who may be visionaries. Share your selections
with the class. Provide at least three reasons
for your choice.

Page 7
Charles Lindbergh became a hero for being
the first person to fly solo nonstop across the
Atlantic. Look through your newspaper to
find a reference to someone who some peo-
ple would consider to be a hero. (You don't
have to agree.)  Explain who makes people
admire him or her. Then add your personal
opinion, and explain why you think he or she
makes a good role model.

If airplanes helped make the world "smaller,"
think of what impact the Internet has had!
You can learn almost instantly about what is
happening halfway around the globe. Go to
www.naa.org and select an English language
newspaper from another country. Follow the
link and read world news, as provided by that
on-line newspaper. What differences can you
see in perspective, compared to the way
newspapers in the United States cover the
same events? 

Glen Curtiss set a flight record by going 46.5
miles per hour in his Rheims Racer in 1909.
In the sports section of the newspaper, find
speeds clocked at a NASCAR race. Compare
those car speeds with how fast Curtiss went.
What factors might help explain how we can
now achieve such high ground speed? Race
prizes motivated Curtiss and others. Who in
today's world would be similar to Curtiss? 

Page 8
Compare and contrast the accomplishments
of women in the air and in athletics. What
factors may have helped women to excel in
flight more quickly than they excelled on the
playing fields? Start by looking in your news-
paper's sports section to see how many differ-
ent competitions for women are covered.

Page 9
World War II started when Japan bombed
Pearl Harbor. How do wars begin now?
Search the world news stories in your news-
paper to find examples of conflict and what
sparked them.

Aircraft played a crucial role in World War II.
What role would you expect them to play in
any current or future conflicts? Site examples
from news coverage to support your answer.

During World War II, American and British
pilots bombed German industry, transporta-
tion and communications. What types of tar-
gets would be likely in any future war, and
why? Use articles from the newspaper to sup-
port your answer.

The Allies' strategic bombing campaign tar-
geted Germany's oil production. Write an ed-
itorial about the importance of oil in the 21st
century. Use references from newspaper sto-
ries or editorials to support your premise. In-
corporate what you've learned from other
sources, as well. Organize your material care-
fully. Make your writing clear and concise.
Write it with your classmates as your audi-
ence. Edit and refine your work, then share it
with your class.

During World War II, U.S. transport planes
flew over the highest mountains in the world
to keep China supplied. Skim the newspaper
for references to other physical barriers that
might have strategic importance during mili-
tary exercises. How can aircraft help to over-
come these barriers? Which barriers might
even be a problem for aircraft?

Page 10
The Berlin Airlift in 1948 was a dramatic
demonstration of creative thinking. The
power of aviation was harnessed to solve a
political problem. Planes were able to bypass
Soviet blockades and provide supplies that
the people of Berlin needed. Look through
your newspaper to find references to how air-
craft are being used now. Considering the
versatility of helicopters, how might they be
even more helpful than planes during a time
of war? As a class, hold a discussion speculat-
ing on that issue.

Page 12 
In July of 1969, astronauts Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin became the first humans to
walk on the moon’s surface. This event galva-
nized the whole world. Stunned by this suc-
cess, people around the world began to be-
lieve that other difficult problems could be
solved. Pretend you were an editor at the
time. It is your job to write a headline about
the lunar landing. Explore headlines in the
newspaper for ideas. Remember that head-
lines must be concise and accurate, and sum-
marize the story very briefly. Don’t be sur-
prised if this takes a while. It’s hard to write a
good headline.

Wernher von Braun supposed said,“We can
lick gravity, but sometimes the paperwork is
overwhelming.”Why is it so important that
scientists and mathematicians keep exact
records? On the other hand, most people just
want a quick summary of the highlights. Cre-
ate a graphic that shows the major steps in
the development of flight between Sir Isaac
Newton’s discovery of gravity up to our cur-
rent time. Use only the most important ac-
complishments. You may draw your graphic
or create it on a computer. To get started
thinking, examine how your newspaper uses
graphics to provide details in a nutshell.

Page 14
Many philosophers believe that there are cer-
tain ideas –– like the difference between good
and evil –– that are “inherent,” or born in all
human beings. They include curiosity about
the unknown, ambition for progress, the
need to find answers to profound questions,
and the search for new frontiers among these
inherent concepts. Search your newspaper for
examples of how any of these needs are ad-
dressed in our time. With a small group of
classmates, discuss the examples you found.
Was one idea easier to find than the others?

Page 15
Satellites enable us to make weather forecasts
increasingly more accurate. What does the
newspaper’s weather forecast for tomorrow
say? Follow the forecast for 10 days. Each day
write what is predicted for the next 24 hours.
In another column, write what that day’s
weather really was. At the end of 10 days, cal-
culate the accuracy rate of the meteorologist’s
forecasts. Also, list variables that may have
made a difference in the forecasts. We may
not always be right, but we’ve come a long
way since men predicted seasonal changes ac-
cording to what stars they could see in the
night sky!  

The space program had given us abundant
advances in technology, the sciences and in-
formation systems. Create a science bulletin
board in your classroom. Using articles from
newspapers and other print media, add daily
to the science articles on the board. When
there are 12 articles, rearrange them into dif-
ferent categories, such as physics, chemistry,
medicine, biology, agriculture, and technol-
ogy. Note that many articles will fit into more
than one category. Just put those with the
categories they fit most closely. After three
weeks, design a chart to reflect the break-
down of stories by category. Also, identify
what you think is the most important story
in each category.

Nicole Precourt, Foster's Daily Democrat
(Dover NH), provided these lessons that are
correlated to various pages of the supplement.

Lessons for “Celebrating a
Century of Flight”

— Introduction
Timeline
As a class, discuss what a timeline is and how
they are organized.

Go through the newspaper and cut out as
many dates as you can find and a sentence
about what happened on that date.
Then, have each student glue the dates and
sentences onto adding machine tape in se-
quential order to their own timeline.
Have students compare their timelines and
have students explain the dates and events to
their classmates.

Page 3-Prehistory of Flight
B.C. Dates
Goal: For students to understand that B.C.
dates work like negative numbers
Standard: Understand the attributes of time
and temperature.
Materials: Newspapers and scissors
Procedure:
Talk with the class about when the idea of
flight began. As far back as 3500 BC mythical
gods were thought to be able to fly.
Discuss with the fact that dates that are BC
run the opposite way as the current dates.
Hand out a newspaper to each student and
have him or her cut out ten numbers, prefer-
ably 2-digit or larger.
When they are done, have them write BC on
five of the dates and AD on the other five.
Then, students can arrange the numbers se-
quentially from largest BC to largest AD.
Students can check each others numbers then
mix up their numbers and do it again!
Comprehension Check: For homework have
students take a section of the newspaper
home with them and complete the same task.
This time, gluing the numbers to a piece of
paper.

Page 5-Two Ordinary Men,
One Extraordinary Dream
1. Important Details
Goal: Students will understand 
Standard: Identify the topic to be addressed
in a written work and determine its organiza-
tion and development
Materials: Newspapers and lined paper
Procedure:
Discuss with the class that Orville and
Wilbur owned a print shop and were known
for printing news that was important to the
towns’ people.
As a class look at the newspaper and discuss
why the articles were chosen for the front
page. Do they reflect the topics that the stu-
dents want to see or what their parents would
want to see?
As a class create a list of topics that are im-
portant to the students.
Have students look through the newspaper
and cut out all of the articles that are impor-
tant to them.
Then, have students recreate the front page
by cutting and pasting the articles on top of
an uncut newspaper sheet.
Students can share their front pages with
classmates and discuss why they picked cer-
tain articles and not others.
When completed the students can write in
their journal about why they picked the arti-
cles they did. Then, who would buy a news-
paper they created?

Page 5-Lindbergh-An American Eagle-
Events that Change us
As a class discuss events that would or have
changed our lives. Then, look through the
newspaper and find an article that describes
how an event changed someone’s life. Cut
these articles out and have students respond
to one. Why did the event change the per-
son?
Journal: Have there been any times in your
life that have changed you?

Page 8-First Ladies of Flight
Equality of the Sexes
Women have been performing amazing feats
for a long time now. Find an article in the
newspaper today that shows a woman per-
forming the same job as a man. Could this
woman do this same feat in 1903? 
Look at 4 pages of the newspaper. Count the
number of articles about men and then the
number of articles about women. Which one
is there more of?  Are women really equal in
the United States?
The Mystery of Earhart Solved
Amelia Earhart disappeared while attempting
to circumnavigate the world. Make up your
own newspaper article telling readers about
what happened to Amelia Earhart. Can you
explain why and where she disappeared?

Page 11-Dawn of the Space Age
1. Satellites
Goal: Students will understand the purpose
of satellites.
Standard: Determine how technology affects
their lives and predict how it might affect
their future
Materials: Newspapers
Procedure:
Discuss as a class what satellites are and what
they do.
Look through the newspaper and find infor-
mation from satellites or items that use satel-
lites to function.
Sort the pictures and information by cate-
gory and glue to a poster.
Students can write a response about how
satellites are an important part of our coun-
try.

Page 15-Revolution in Space Science
1. Five Senses in Space
Look through the newspaper for words that
would describe what life would be like in
space. Try to find words that describe all 5
senses (touch, taste, hear, see, and smell.) 
2. Life in Space?
Write an editorial about whether we should
be living in space or if we should stay on our
planet.

Lessons by Kelly DeGarmo, Star-Telegram, Fort
Worth, TX

1. Read & clip aviation-related articles from
the newspaper. Find the Who, What, When,
Where, Why & How from each article. Find
at least two statements of fact and two state-
ments of opinion. Summarize the article/s in
25 words or less.

2. Clip transportation-related articles & ad-
vertisements from the newspaper and
group/categorize them by automobiles, air
travel, railroads, etc. Paste onto butcher
paper. Create a chart or graph comparing &
contrasting the different forms of transporta-
tion (consider time, convenience, cost, com-
fort, etc.) 

3. Over a period of 2-3 weeks, create a listing
of aviation- or space-related vocabulary
words found in the newspaper. Research and
define the meanings. Did these same terms
exist in 1903? Why or why not? Write a sen-
tence with each of the words.

4. Choose 3-4 airline company stocks (Delta,
American Airlines, Southwest Airlines, etc.)
from the newspaper's business pages. Track
and chart their performance over an ex-
tended period. What factors impact the
stock's performance? Extension: Look for
other businesses that depend on air travel,
such as Federal Express, UPS, etc.

5. Interview a relative (over age 50) about
their memories of ``flying on an airplane.''
Create a short news article using their com-
ments. Present to the class.

6. Research to find out ``ideal'' flying condi-
tions for small airplanes, commercial jets
and/or hot air balloons. Look in the newspa-
per's weather page to find which cities have
``ideal'' flying conditions for flying the differ-
ent crafts. What were the weather conditions
for the Wright Brothers' first flight? Did
weather make an impact on their success? 

7. Keep a scrapbook of newspaper clippings
that relate to space and/or air travel for a 3-4
week period. Read the articles and determine
the impact flight made in the different sce-
narios. Create a ``thinking map,'' including
the far-reaching impact flight has had on the
world since 1903. Be sure to include military
operations, space exploration, airmail,
tourism and jet travel, business travel, sports
competitions, and medical travel (organ de-
liveries & emergency careflights), etc.

8. Study the letters to the editor from the
newspaper's editorial pages. Pick a space or
flight-related issue of which you have an
opinion (security, baggage rules, food service,
timely arrivals, alternative fuel, unmanned
space flights etc.). Write a letter to the editor,
stating your opinion and reinforcing it with
an example. Extension: Did these issues exist
40 years ago? Why or why not? 

Celebrating Flight
Newspaper Lesson Activities



popular once again after World

W ar II, when the advent of

new materials and propane-

Þred burners offered sports-

men a new way to venture

aloft. In 1999, after a

twenty-day, nonstop

ßight, Bertrand Piccard

and Brian Jones became

the Þrst balloonists to

complete a nonstop cir-

cumnavigation of the

globe. The last solo bal-

loon hurdle was crossed

in 2002 when Steve Fos-

sett circumnavigated the

world by balloon alone.

T oday, colorful hot-air bal-

loons of fanciful designs

are seen ßoating in the

skies all over the world.

Those who see them might

agree with Joseph MontgolÞer,

who long ago instructed his brother to

prepare the materials for their Þrst bal-

loonÑÒand you will see one of the

most incredible things in the world.Ó

1775 American Revolutionary War began 1797 First parachute jump1400 Printing press invented1100 Gunpowder used to build rockets2560 B.C. Great Pyramid of Khufu built


